Book of Mormon Holy Order vs. LDS Priesthood -Part 1 of 2 


Alma makes mention of the "high priesthood of the holy order of God" a few times in 
chapters 4 & 13 of his record. There is no mention of high priests after Christ came in any 
ancient scriptures. He was termed to be, the high priest of good things to come in the 
book of Hebrews. He came to fulfill His self-appointed mission. The twelve disciples were 
also termed to be elders (I suppose chief elders). Otherwise elder, priest, and teacher are the 
only ordinations mentioned after Christ’s appearance. There is no mention of "Melchizedek or 
Aaronic priesthoods" in the BoM. IMO the term high priest is used to indicate the highest 
priest or elder in a region or jurisdiction before Christ came, e.g. Ammon, Giddonah, etc. In 
chapter 13 of Alma, he makes it clear high priests were tasked with pointing people to the 
coming of Christ. 


Even Peter, the apostle, considered himself to be an elder: 
1 Peter 5:71 


The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 


This brings us to Alma (senior) who was termed their high priest and founder 
of their church (Mosiah 23:16). The question is: how did he become a high priest recognized 
by God? Certainly wicked King Noah didn't have any power to make it so. Abinadi didn't do it. 


We get a few hints in the following: 


22) And the Holy Ghost giveth authority that I should speak these things, and deny them 
not. (1 Nephi 10) 


9) But remember the iniquity of king Noah and his priests; and I myself was caught in a 
snare, and did many things which were abominable in the sight of the Lord, which caused 
me sore repentance (certainly sincere mighty prayer would have been part of that); 
(Mosiah 23) 


2) And he called them by name, saying: Ye shall call on the Father in my name, in mighty 
prayer; and after ye have done this ye shall have power that to him upon whom ye 
Shall lay your hands, ye shall give the Holy Ghost; and in my name shall ye give it, for thus 
do mine apostles. (Moroni 2) 


1) And it came to pass that as the disciples of Jesus were journeying and were preaching the 


things which they had both heard and seen, and were baptizing in the name of Jesus, it came 
to pass that the disciples were gathered together and were united in mighty prayer and 
fasting. (3 Nephi 27) 


This tells me in these and other instances throughout the BoM, authority is given by the 
Holy Ghost directly or after an elder is directed. This only occurred after the recipients have 
put in the time and effort to obtain a clear indication from God that He approves them and/or 
their actions. Here are some references regarding the "holy order": 


2) Now we shall say no more concerning their preaching, except that they preached the 
word, and the truth, according to the spirit of prophecy and revelation; and they preached 
after the holy order of God by which they were called. (Alma 43) 


30) Yea, and there was continual peace among them, and exceedingly great prosperity in the 
church because of their heed and diligence which they gave unto the word of God, which was 
declared unto them by Helaman, and Shiblon, and Corianton, and Ammon and his brethren, 
yea, and by all those who had been ordained by the holy order of God, being baptized unto 
repentance, and sent forth to preach among the people. (Alma 49) 


1) The manner which the disciples, who were called the elders of the church, ordained priests 
and teachers- 

2) After they had prayed unto the Father in the name of Christ, they laid their 
hands upon them, and said: 

3) In the name of Jesus Christ I ordain you to be a priest, (or if he be a teacher) I ordain 
you to be a teacher, to preach repentance and remission of sins through Jesus Christ, by 
the endurance of faith on his name to the end. Amen. 

4) And after this manner did they ordain priests and teachers, according to the gifts and 


callings of God unto men; and they ordained them by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
Which was in them. (Moroni 3) 


Doesn't the Book of Acts tell us a similar version? Here is one of many references to the Holy 
Ghost: 


2) As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them (Acts 13) 


What do the words "holy" and "order" say to you when combined into a single phrase: "holy 
order"? 


